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School Events 

 

April 27    Year 12 Mass of Thanksgiving 

May 7             Holiday 

May 9           Year 14 Leavers’ Mass 

May 21—23    P6 Curriculum Challenge 

May 28           Staff Development Day 

June 4—6     Examinations Year 8 and 9 

To celebrate World Book Day 2018 classes 

decorated the door of their form room to 

showcase their favourite book.  The judges 

were very impressed with the creativity of 

the classes and Form Teachers and after 

much deliberation and Facebook voting, the 

worthy winners were: 11A2 and Mrs O’Neill 

and 10T and Mr Bresnahan.  Well done. 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

Fundraising Draw Winners 

1st Prize £1000 Michael Walsh 

2nd Prize £500  Lucinda Harkin 

3rd Prize £100  Josh Hasson 

4th Prize £100  Saoirse Canning 

5th Prize £100  O’Neill Family 

Thank-you to all our parents and pupils who 

bought tickets for the fundraising draw. 

 

Summer Examinations 

Our end of year examinations for Years 8 and 9 

pupils take place on 4th—6th June.   The annual 

report will be forwarded to parents at the end of 

June.  

Roisin O Hara from Trocaire visited the school on the          

9th March to speak to students from Years 9—11. She 

thanked students for taking part in the Trocaire challenge 

to give up social media for the day on 7th March and for 

our schools ongoing support for Trocaire. 

This year Trocaire are highlighting the case of Kumba and 

her family from Sierra Leone who survived a landslide.  

Trocaire has been able to replace their tools and get 

them back at work again. Trocaire helps to rebuild the 

schools so that the children can get an education.  

Roisin assured us that 94% of our money goes directly to 

help people in practical ways.  

Roisin thanked our school for the continuing support for 

Trocaire.  



Year 14 Historians attended a two day A Level 

History Conference at the Somme Museum, 

Newtownards as they prepare for their exams in 

June. Mr K Boyle and Mrs H McGee accompanied the 

students. 

High Flying Historians  

Year 8: Callum Moroney, Charlotte Neil, Rory Walsh, 

Ruairi Fenlon, Madisson Burns, Padraig Cooke,    

Darach Mullan, Sam Laschevoski, Bronagh Lynch, 

Connor Nicholas and Ciaran McCloskey. 

Poetry In Motion                                    

On Tuesday 13
th
 March, 9M attended the Ulster 

Hall in Belfast for the final event as part of the 

Poetry in Motion Schools project. Kirsty Harkin 

and  Eimer McGonigle recited their own poem 

‘The Unknown’ while Zac O’Neill, Ethan Harron 

and Caolan Kealey recited their poem ‘Eat. Sleep. 

School. Repeat.’ They performed brilliantly 

(despite some serious jitters) and did St Mary’s 

proud. There are now 17 published poets in 9M 

and the anthology ‘In Other Words’ is available to 

read from our school library. Each published poet 

has also received their own copy of the anthology. 

Congratulations everyone! 

‘ALL SYSTEMS GO’ – Engaging Young Scientists 

Conference 2018 

A group of Year 10 pupils visited the University of 

Ulster Coleraine on 23rd February 2018 to take part 

in a STEM Outreach Programme to increase 

awareness and interest of STEM subjects and to 

raise aspirations to go to University. Interactive 

sessions were delivered throughout the day with our 

pupils engaging with Optometry and Food Nutrition 

disciplines. 

Return of Text Books 

Parents of Year 12, 13 and 14 students are asked 

to ensure that all school textbooks are returned 

after examinations. 

 

Exam Tips for Parents 

Exam time can be very stressful for both 

students and parents.  Below are some helpful 

tips for supporting your child before and during 

the examinations. 

¶ Help your child to plan a revision timetable. 

¶ Support your child in sticking to their 

revision plan. 

¶ Provide favourite snacks and water for 

revision periods. 

¶ Be sensitive to the pressure your child is 

feeling and don’t nag. 

¶ Try to keep to routines.  Encourage your 

child to eat well. 

¶ After the exam, ask how it went but don’t 

insist on a long post mortem. 



Sports Corner 

Our U20 gaelic girls had a great season this year.  They beat 

Magh Ene, St Patrick’s Dungiven and St Columba’s Stranolar 

to progress through the group stages of the Erne & Foyle 

Ulster Shield.  They had a great win over St Mary’s Newry in 

the semi-final and met Inver College, Monaghan in the 

final.  It was an excellent game and unfortunately our girls 

were unlucky on the day to miss out on an Ulster title.  They 

have been fantastic all year and deserve full credit for the 

achievement of getting as far as the Ulster final.  Well done 

ladies!! 

Maths Department 

Congratulations to  following students who 

achieved awards in the Intermediate Maths 

Challenge. 

Gold: Sean Deehan 

Silver: Michael Peoples 

Bronze: Orlaith Cummings, Ethan Parr,   

James Brolly and Szymon Sekula.  

10S working on the Holocaust timeline in Maths 

class. 

St Marys Science Department took part in 

British Science Week, a ten-day celebration of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 

This involved many of our pupils participating 

in entertaining and engaging activities such as 

‘Chromatography Trolls’ and ‘Oobleck’ 

Our U20 Girls Gaelic Team 

http://www.britishscienceweek.org/


Year 11 students attended a Career Convention  in 

the Lodge Hotel, Coleraine on  Friday 2
nd

 March. 

13C who took part in First Aid training on Tuesday 20th March. 

TIPS FOR PARENTS TO ASSIST STUDENTS IN WRITING UP THEIR CV  

How long should it be?  

Generally speaking, no more than two sides.  

Do I need to include references?  

Not necessarily unless the employer has specifically asked for them, but it is probably a good idea.  

 

Should I include all my GCSEs?  

Start with the main ones like Maths and English. Do indicate how many you have in total!  

Do I have to include all the jobs I have done, because I have heard employers 

are suspicious of gaps in employment history?  

Some employers are, but if your recent experience is predominantly as a student this is unlikely. In 

any case you may wish to adopt a skills -based approach in which case you will concentrate on your 

relevant work experience only.  

What colour of paper should I use?  

White A4 size paper is perfectly acceptable - the content and layout of the CV are the most important 

aspects. A pale pastel colour is also acceptable such as pale blue or cream if you want to be a little 

different.  

 

Do I always need a covering letter?  

Yes! This should be no more than 1 side of A4.  You are more likely to get a reply if you include a 

covering letter.  

 

Who do I send it to?                                                                                        
60% of CVs are mailed to the wrong person: You must have a name, and that name should be 

repeated on the covering letter. It is often wise to phone or email the organisation to clarify the name 

of the person (together with correct spelling of their name and title) before you send your CV.  

 

I don't really have any hobbies?  

It is not hobbies which make your CV good or bad, but the way you present all the various and 

relevant aspects of your achievement and experience.  

 

I have never held a posit ion of responsibil ity or been the leader of a group!  

As long as the job you hope to get does not require these attributes then there is no problem. If it 

does, then you should make every effort to explore your activities of the past and seek out potentially 

relevant aspects.  

 

All I've done is work in bars and restaurants. Employers aren't going to want to 

know about these jobs are they?  

Provided you demonstrate the relevance of these jobs to the job you are applying for there is no 

problem. Identify key transferable skills such as needing to be tactful when dealing with awkward 

customers or working under pressure, and emphasise these rather than simply saying you have 

worked in a bar and restaurant.  

https://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/cv/maturecv.htm

